
HAVOC WINTER 2009

In Memory of our friend Ben Morrow:
20th July 1974 - 6th July 2009 



The Huon Valley Environment Centre
3/17 Wilmot Rd, Huonville

Tasmania, 7109
(03) 62641286

CONTENTS centre@huon.org
www.huon.org

TRIBUTE TO BEN MORROW
FOREST UPDATE
WELD ECHO EXHIBITION 2009
CYGNET HERB HEALTH AND ORGANIC EXPO
GUNNS 20 UPDATE
Article: ULTRAMILITANCE
Poetry: IN THE NIGHT 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PLIGHT OF INDONESIA'S FORESTS

Its been another long cold winter! The good news being that its been the wettest for 
many years – great for our environment, dams, and drought stricken places. Not that 
great for the mental health for some of the humans who live here – couped up inside, 
kids going mental, getting fat eating pudding, inside washing lines, and the whole 
gamut of nasty winter illnesses. But spare a thought for those who continue to persist 
in such conditions to try and draw attention to the plight of Tasmania's forests 
through scouting, actions and winter camps in the forests. Their dedication is 
incredibly inspiring! Keep updated on the plight of the Weld Valley, there have been 
up to 7 logging operations in the valley at one time this winter so it continues to be 
devastated, however we continue to fight for it..its all we can do! 
Keep active and warm! Peachy xx

HAVOC is the quarterly newsletter of the Huon Valley Environment Centre. The next deadline for 
the Spring Edition is October 30th. Submissions welcome – email: centre@huon.org
All opinions expressed within HAVOC are those of the author alone, unless explicitly expressed.

The HVEC acknowledges the sovereignty of the traditional owners of Tasmania and supports the 
continuing fight for Indigenous land rights around Australia.

mailto:centre@huon.org


Tribute to Ben Morrow;
An unsung Hero,

 A Friend.
By Jenny Weber

Australia lost one of it’s most formidable and passionate conservationists when we said goodbye to 
Ben Morrow in July. Ben Morrow, 34, died after a long and arduous battle with terminal bowel 
cancer. Ben was a friend to many in Australia’s forest movement from Newcastle in NSW to 
Tasmania.

Ben was a man who had a connection to the earth that many 
people in this world miss out on. Ben was a long term forest 
activist who always had a wise word and compassion for his 
fellow blockaders, the wildlife he was standing up in defence of 
and even the loggers he met when in the forest.

Ben was a brave and strong defender of Tasmania’s ancient 
forests and spent most of his last years living in the threatened 
forests, from the Styx, to the Weld to the Upper Florentine 
Valleys. He was a talented climber and rigged many a tree sit 
for defenders to take a final stand on the frontline. Ben’s 
involvement in the threatened tall eucalyptus forests of the Styx 
Valley and an action shutting down the woodchip mill in 
Triabunna in Tasmania resulted in his inclusion in the Gunns 20 
lawsuit in 2004. Gunns Ltd, Tasmania’s billion dollar wood 
chipping company was suing Ben along with 20 other 
defendants, for standing up for Tasmania’s wild forests.

Ben made history with his brave effort to sit for twelve hours in Australia’s first ever bridge sit. In 
2007, the sit was set up over the wild Weld River in Tasmania’s south to halt logging of steep old 
growth forest.

Ben Morrow started his early days of forest activism in the NSW forests of the mid north coast. One 
of the stories that has surfaced is of an early Chitchester action when Ben was set up in a tripod 
above logging machinery. It wasn’t long before one of the logging contractors showed up wanting 
to express his frustration by taking an axe to one of the tripod legs that Ben was mounted in. Other 
contractors showed up and started pegging rocks at Ben. Ben wasn’t budging and wasn’t fazed…... 
an early sign of his renowned calm and conviction.

Ben Morrow’s efforts have directly contributed to the protection of thousands of hectares of 
precious native forests from logging; an achievement that will outlast all of us and serve as a 
permanent memorial to his belief in being able to make a difference.

His big heart, wide smile and unwavering belief in what is right has earnt him the love and 
admiration of a diverse community who now consider him a brother. We are wiser for having 
known him and mourn his passing. Ben will be dearly missed, well remembered and his 
contributions never forgotten.

In Ben’s own words: 
We will always be together, in the forest. We will always be together, in the forest. 



Forest Updates & Round Up of Recent Media
While forest activists participated in actions recently in 
the Weld Valley, logging contractors informed them that 
they had seen pygmy possums and spotted tailed quolls 
in the coupe known as WR15F, while they were 
logging!!! Also these forest activists are witnessing the 
huge stockpiling of logs on the coupe landings, as log 
trucks are not transporting logs to the woodchip mill for 
the next two weeks as these mills are closed. And whilst 
forest activists were climbing trees the other day, they 
witnessed gliders flying through the trees of the 
threatened forest they were in. It's been some sad days in 
the Weld....

21 May 2009
Media Release
Conservationists halt Logging in Tasmania's World 
Heritage Value Forest
"Conservationists have today halted logging in World 
Heritage Value forest in the Weld Valley. Two 
conservationists have this morning attached themselves 
to logging machinery, in ancient forest where people 
were evicted from a protest camp two weeks ago, " 
Huon Valley Environment Centre's Jenny Weber said. Photo: Petal

"Logging in these ancient forests adjacent to the World Heritage boundary is a global tragedy. State 
and Federal Governments are ignoring recommendations by International bodies and concerns of 
the community and destroying a globally significant ecosystem. We are calling for an immediate 
moratorium in high conservation value forests and asking the Governments to address an 
environmentally and economically beneficial future for Tasmania by protecting these forests," 
Jenny Weber said.

"Tasmania's World Heritage Area needs to be extended as recognised by international experts to 
include these magnificent and irreplaceable forests. Instead they are being treated with contempt, 
wildlife habitat is decimated and the trees are sent to the woodchip mill," Jenny Weber said.

21 May 2009
Media Release
Local beekeeper arrested as Weld Valley logging stand by conservationist continues
"A conservationist was arrested in the Weld Valley today, after being attached to a logging machine 
in threatened World Heritage Value forest that is currently being logged. A second conservationist 
remains in the forest attached to a logging machine tonight," Huon Valley Environment Centre's 
Jenny Weber said.

The conservationist arrested today is a local beekeeper, and Leatherwood honey producer, Tristan 
Lucas of Longley said: "I took the action today to oppose the continued destruction of 
Leatherwood-rich forests in southern Tasmania. These are a precious resource for all beekeepers, as 
around 70% of Tasmania's total honey production comes from Leatherwood. However this resource 
is rapidly diminishing in its distribution as a result of logging operations."



28 May 2009
Media Release
Local Beekeeper barred from forest as Tasmania’s leatherwood forest destruction continues
“Local Beekeeper, Tristan Lucas of Longley was arrested 21st May in logging coupe WR015F in 
the Weld Valley. Lucas will appear in Hobart Magistrates court today to contest bail conditions. Bail 
Conditions bar him from entering state forest,” Environment Centre’s Jenny Weber said.
"I will be contesting my bail conditions in order to be able to continue my work. These bail 
conditions stop me from working and accessing my bee hives, as my hives are in State Forest in the 
Arve Valley," Beekeeper Tristan Lucas said.

"Forestry Tasmania must urgently change its management of leatherwood resources. It is wasteful 
and dismissive of the honey industry, and other sectors that rely upon it," Tristan Lucas said.

"Logging of priceless leatherwood rich forest continues across the Southern Forests every day. In 
the coupe where I was arrested, in the South Weld World Heritage Value Forests, ancient 
leatherwood trees are being felled every day. This watseful practice must be stopped immediately," 
Tristan Lucas said.

27 July 2009
Media Release
Weld Valley faces new logging onslaught, Conservationists return to defend ancient forests
"Conservationists have today staged a non violent direct action in the Weld Valley, Southern 
Tasmania. A conservationist is perched on a tripod, and two others have attached themselves to the 
structure. This action has been taken to halt logging in two ancient forest areas," Huon Valley 
Environment Centre's spokesperson Jenny Weber said.

"A fresh logging onslaught against wild forests is being carried out in the Weld Valley with seven 
forest areas being logged. Around two hundred hectares is currently being destroyed after 
approximately 12km of new logging roads have been built in the Weld Valley over the past few 
months.

Despite logging in ancient forests being a criminal act in this global climate emergency, Tasmania's 
and Australia's Labor Governments continue to sanction the loss of valuable ecosystems such as 
those in the Weld Valley," said Ms Weber.

27 July 2009
Media Release
Tasmania's Legal System gives Suspended Sentance to Peaceful Forest Conservationist
"Today in Hobart court, a non violent forest defender, Adrian King, was given a one month 
suspended jail sentance for his protest taken at Gunns Triabunna Woodchip mill," Huon Valley 
Environment Centre's Jenny Weber said.

"The Court appears to be acting on behalf of Gunns 
Ltd in this instance," Jenny Weber said.

"These sort of harsh sentences are usually reserved 
for people who are a threat to the community. 
Conservationist, Adrian King has acted non 
violently and stood up for Tasmania's wild forests 
for the benefit of all the community," Jenny Weber 
said.

 Photo: Matt Newton



Media Release
28 July 2009
Two Conservationists Arrested In Tasmania’s Weld Valley Protest
“Two Conservationists were arrested in threatened forests of the Weld Valley yesterday. The two 
conservationists were attached to machinery and atop a tripod for ten hours, and were arrested at 
2pm,” Huon Valley Environment Centre’s Jenny Weber said.

“Conservationists participated in a non violent direct action in the Weld Valley to halt the logging of 
two forest areas. These threatened forest areas are ancient ecosystems, one of these areas is adjacent 
to the Tasmanian World Heritage Area. Logging in these areas is a travesty in a time when climate 
change is a global emergency,” Jenny Weber said.

“Huon Valley Environment Centre is calling for the immediate end to all logging in the Weld Valley, 
and real action taken to protect ancient forests for future generations. Logging of these wild forests 
is currently at an alarming rate with seven logging operations in the valley. Wildlife habitat of the 
Wedge tailed Eagle, Spotted Tail Quoll and the Pygmy Possums are vanishing,” Jenny Weber said.

Media Release
5 August 2009
Tasmania’s Logging onslaught in Weld Valley Halted
“Today, 20 conservationists have established protest structures on all logging access routes to the 
Weld Valley, southern Tasmania. In a call for an urgent need to protect all of Tasmania's high 
conservation value forests, conservationists have erected two tree sits and a tripod. The current 
onslaught of logging in the Weld Valley's threatened forests is wildlife habitat destruction, 
contributing to climate change and the tragic loss of a large area of wild forests, ” Huon Valley 
Environment Centre’s Jenny Weber said.

“Conservationists have set up non violent forest defence structures on three logging access routes. 
The threatened wild forests of the Weld Valley have come under enormous pressure of late with 
seven areas of forest being logged, including forest adjacent to the World Heritage Area, forest on 
the banks of the Huon River and large tracts of old growth forest,” Jenny Weber said.

Media Release
5 August 2009
Conservationist Arrested in Weld Valley Protest
Tasmania's Logging Onslaught halted for one day
"A conservationist was arrested late today after a day long protest in 
Tasmania's southern forests of the Weld Valley. Conservationists today 
halted logging in the Weld Valley by setting up non violent forest 
defence structures on the three major access routes in to the valley. 
Today's action comes after new pressure has mounted in the Weld Valley 
with seven new logging areas," Huon Valley Environment Centre's 
Jenny Weber said.

"Conservationists are calling for an immediate protection of native 
forests in the Weld Valley, large scale industrial logging contributes to 
climate change and wildlife habitat loss. The Bartlett Government needs 
to take real action to provide a exit package for the industry for those 
people logging these forests," Jenny Weber said.



WELD ECHO 2009
With over 50 artists, and 150 artworks exhibited at the Long Gallery in 
Salamanca Arts Centre, Weld Echo 2009 was again a great success. Opening 
night was on Friday 19th June and 400 people attended to witness the huge 
level of community feeling over the destruction of the Weld Valley and 
Tasmania's wild places. The exhibition was opened by Greens Senator, 
Christine Milne who spoke of the great beauty of the art, and the need to protect the wild places that 
inspired it. Over 1000 people viewed the exhibition during the week that it was open, and 
community feedback was overwhelmingly positive. The exhibition raised $3000 for the forest 
campaign, and the Black Sassy Collective would like to thank all the artists and volunteers who 
made it all possible.

WELD ECHO IN MELBOURNE
Weld Echo has had the fantastic opportunity to spread it's wings and be exhibited in Melbourne. 
Lilia Letsch, one of Black Sassy Collective's volunteers who now lives in Melbourne, found a 
gallery to exhibit the art and offered to curate the exhibition. Black Sassy Collective's Jasmine Wills 
travelled to Melbourne to help set up the exhibition. Again with more than 50 art works and artists, 
the exhibition is starting as HAVOC goes to print.

Weld Echo is a collaborative Exhibition of a large number of artists, both prominent and local. 
Photographers, Jewellery Makers, Painters, Print makers and more. All art work is inspired by the 
Weld Valley.

Weld Echo Art Exhibition - Bringing Tasmania's Wild Weld Valley to Melbourne
Opening Wednesday 26th August, from 6pm
Exhibition open from 26th August to 14th September
Place: Fad Gallery, 1st Floor Gallery, 14 Corrs Lane, China Town, Melbourne



Cygnet Herb, Health and Organic Expo
29th November 2009

Once again it is time to prepare for the Cygnet Herb, Health & Organic Expo. 
The Expo be held on Sunday 29th November at the Town Hall on Mary St 
and in marquees at the community garden, Cygnet. Venue changes this year 
has been due to the Carmel Hall having renovations. We are confident the 
community garden will provide an exciting addition to our venue for 2009. Our 
efforts will be focused on directing the traffic to these areas.

If you are interested in volunteering at the Herb, Health and Organic Expo 
contact Jenny Weber on jweber@nativeforest.net 
We always have many ways people can help on the day and leading up to 
the event. 

If you are interested in holding a stall at the Expo, also contact Jenny. 

For the past six years the Herb, Health & Organic Expo has been hosted by, 
and been a fundraiser for, the Huon Valley Environment Centre. The HVEC is 
a small not-for-profit, volunteer run organisation that survives on the smell of 
on oily rag (herbal oils!), so please consider helping us out with Expo costs by 
sponsoring and/or supporting the event in any way you can. Get in touch if 
you are keen to help organise the Expo.

  

mailto:jweber@nativeforest.net


Gunns 20 Update
Huon Valley Environment Centre remains a defendant in the Gunns 20 case.  A trial date has been 
set for February 2010. In Melbourne's Supreme Court, the trial will commence on 2 February 2010 
and has an estimated duration of 20 days. The trial will be heard by a judge, Justice Jack Forrest. 
 The remaining defendants are Brian Dimmick, Neil Funnell, Louise Morris, Lew Geraghty and 
Adam Burling.  In a seperate case, Dr Frank Nicklason also remains a defendant.

The case has already cost an estimated $3 million and is likely to cost much more by the end. It is 
already considered the longest running and most expensive case of its kind in Australia's legal 
history.

Please support us by making a donation. Your donation will help provide legal and other support to 
the Gunns20 defendants in the lead up to and during the trial, scheduled for February 2010. You can 
make a online donation at www.huon.org, or send a cheque to PO Box 217 Huonville TAS 7109, 
with a note for Gunns 20 case. 

Announcements
THANKS LEW and TENNANT NEEDED!
It was the end of an era for the Huon Valley Environment Centre, with Granny Lew deciding to 
close her organic business at the front of the Environment Centre space.  Lew and her family have 
been a huge support to the environment centre for the past four years.  With Lew and her shop at the 
front of the environment centre a new freshness was brought to the space and people frequented the 
cafe, and provided support for the environment centre. It is with sadness we say goodbye to Granny 
Lew at the front and her cafe.  We wish her well with her new venture of kitchen renovations. The 
front space of the environment centre is empty, we have advertised it's vacancy to no avail. So keep 
your eyes open for a few upcoming fundraisers that will be held in the front space to cover the rent. 
 And if you know anyone who might be interested in leasing the space from the environment centre, 
contact jweber@nativeforest.net. 

UPCOMING AGM
Huon Valley Environment Centre will hold it's AGM
Wednesday 30th September 5:30pm
at the environment centre 17 Wilmot rd Huonville

NEW PRINTS FOR HVEC JUMPERS
New Hooded Jumpers have been screenprinted at 
the Environment Centre.
We have two new designs, one by a designer Alice 
Jean McKellar from Melbourne and another by 
local printmaker Andrew Donohoe. 
Prices are $45 no zips, $50 with zips.
Contact us for more information, or visit the HVEC 
on Fridays 10am-3pm and buy one.

mailto:jweber@nativeforest.net
http://www.huon.org/


Ultramilitance
By Adam Burling

 
No other activists in human history have had to face the challenges we face today.  
The task ahead of us is enormous for the very foundations on which we base our  
whole lives on, the fabric of the planet, is under threat. Species extinction is  
peaking with claims we are entering the sixth and largest mass extinction period of  
the earth’s history. A report this year by IUCN, shows nearly one third of  
amphibians, more than one in eight birds and nearly a quarter of mammals are 
threatened with extinction mostly from habitat destruction. 
 
Human induced global warming is now a fact, no reputable scientific body in the world 
disputes this, and the more information that emerges the grimmer the situation appears. In 
2005 former NASA chief scientist, Dr. James Hansen warned that: “We are on the 
precipice of climate system tipping points beyond which there is no redemption.” In 2009 , 
we now have information from modeling at the US based Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology that shows that without rapid and massive action, the problem will be about 
twice as severe as previously estimated six years ago. MIT predicted that global 
temperatures could rise by 5.4 degrees by 2100, which would put many island nations 
underwater and create hundreds of millions of climate refugees globally. Again Dr Hansen 
has said that with species extinction, the current evidence of increased polar cap melting 
and new modeling showing larger temperature increases, that all the factors for " a global 
cataclysm, are assembled.” 
 
For most of us this news is not surprising. In 1996, some 1500 scientists, Nobel laureates 
from 69 countries warned humanity of species extinction, the threat from climate change 
as well as population pressures, soil erosion and water scarcity. Their call added to the 
decade long struggle by environmentalists, to bring these issues to mainstream attention. 
Yet our society continues to face inaction from governments as well as open hostility to 
any change from those corporations and individuals who would rather continue the flow of 
money from these Earth destroying practices than see any change. 
 
Our situation requires a new ethic, a new militancy, to confront the Earth abusers and to 
turn around our situation for all the earth’s creatures and for future generations. If we 
acknowledge the above problems then it becomes our duty to respond in any non-violent 
way we can. 
 
Individuals in the past have banded together and have created great change, now we 
need the largest environmental campaign we have ever seen. It needs to be one that is 
based on non-violence and staunch no compromise. Compromise has been available to 
other activists but we have gone past any potential for weakening our response to this 
environmental emergency. Compromise has failed, the small steps towards incremental 
change have meant nothing to the animals and the climate, as we still face the worst crisis 
our planet has ever seen. If we are not prepared to stay strong and speak for the Earth 
now, then we condemn generations of humans and animals to bleak and uncertain future. 
 
We need a new community of warriors, like the mythical Buddhist Shambhala warriors who 
combine fearlessness with gentleness. Women and men who act selflessly, to defend the 
Earth. A new definition of warrior needs to be forged, not one of violence for greed or 



power but one for peace. Using non-violence and acting on behalf of all of the Earth’s 
creatures. Each one of us can take on that role, we are all part of this wonderful fabric of 
nature, and it calls to us for help. All we need to do is listen and to understand what role 
we can perform in service of nature and ourselves. 
 
As the crisis gets worse the response from governments and corporations will grow more 
hostile to change. Already we are seeing proposals both here and in the UK to bring in 
special legislation to protect the big polluters like the coal industry from non-violent 
protests. Large fines and long gaol terms are being proposed for those who dare challenge 
climate destroying coal fired power. More police and state resources are being put into 
monitoring and harassing activists. In the US we have seen the rise of the Green Scare 
campaign, with authorities targeting environmental activists under terrorist legislation, 
allowing them to give long sentences and maximum security detention. As the situation 
gets worse and the protests escalate there will be some of us gaoled as the result of our 
non-violent actions. There will be potential violence against us by the vigilantes of industry. 
We need to stand together in solidarity with all our fellow activists. An attack on one of us 
whether by the State through the justice system or by violence from individuals is an attack 
on all of us, our rights and the Earth’s rights. 
 
As a movement we need to help those people persecuted, to offer them support in any 
way we can. Of course not everyone is able to be directly involved, some of us need to 
stay back from the frontline and perform a number of other important roles for change. 
Joanna Macy talks about the Turning Point we are facing and the three main roles to 
transform society. They are: The direct actions to slow the destruction, the creation of new 
green alternatives to our current economy and the shift in human consciousness to 
become more aware of our connection to the Earth. We all have different talents and 
different life circumstances so each of us needs to access where we can fit best. The key 
for success will be a broad and abundant community challenging the destruction.
In all our actions we must constantly assess our effectiveness and reaffirm our 
commitment to non-violence. For again the wrong actions can drain us and divert us from 
the real cause at hand. The Earth’s enemies are ready to pounce on our mistakes or to 
smear us at any chance. We are not alone; there are many people out there across the 
world creating positive change. From the global Transition Town movement, Rising Tide 
activists, permaculturists, deep ecologists to Forest activists standing in the way of 
chainsaws, we are all challenging the forces that are destroying the planet. Each of us 
forms a small part of the web that is being spun to protect the Earth. We do not choose the 
time we are alive, but we can choose our response to the situation we find ourselves in. 
 
As individuals we also must care for ourselves and our fellow activists. The 
struggle for humanity’s survival and for the creatures that share our ecosystem, 
may be a long one. It may go beyond our own lives. The greed and ignorance of  
those who continue to poison us and our Earth will not be halted easily. They will  
not relinquish their power and positions easily and will fight any challenge with an 
army of resources they have plundered from our Earth.  In this planetary 
emergency, if we are all to survive, we must seek the beauty and positive sides of  
our lives and nurture them, even in this time of crisis there is still wonder and love 
in the world. We should continue to be inspired by the grandeur of the wild forests,  
the clean flowing streams, the deep blue ocean and the diversity of life on this  
glorious home of ours. All of us must look at our core selves and check that our  
lives are balanced with personal nurturing, political action and a connection with 
nature. Once we have that balance we act from a grounded, centred position and we 
can truly be the best warriors we can be for the earth. 



Any assistance with networking the following Action for Tasmania Forests 
would be greatly appreciated. It's a short animation followed by an automated 
action alert, an effort to raise awareness far and wide that Australia is still 
logging old growth forests. Hope you enjoy.

Act Now for Southern Forests of Tasmania

Australia is still logging precious ancient old growth forests of Tasmania. Please 
check out the short animation, The PM & The Frog, a political satire at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=anetSXEHuu8 and take action at: 
http://stillwildstillthreatened.org/form/please-protect-southern-forests-tasmania

http://stillwildstillthreatened.org/form/please-protect-southern-forests-tasmania
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=anetSXEHuu8


*In the Night*

*****************

Creeping through the undergrowth in an ancient breathing place
Creeping through the undergrowth tall shadows cross my face
Creeping through the undergrowth to find that special place

We climb the hills to climb the trees
Following our clouds of breath

We watch the dawn cross the hills
Feel the stillness as the fog lifts

Lift our heads to see our work is done
Now we wait we wait for you...

In the treetops of the valley i live here each day
In the wind of the valley i watch as i sway

In the treetops of the valley i wait here each day
In the treetops of the valley i smile as the trucks roll away

Creeping through the undergrowth in an ancient breathing place
Creeping through the undergrowth tall shadows cross my face
Creeping through the undergrowth to find that special place

We climb the hills to climb the trees
Following our clouds of breath

*By*
*Miss JessiJane* 

********************************



Forest news from abroad...

RI may lose natural forest by 2015, says enviro 
expert
Adianto P. Simamora ,  The Jakarta Post ,  Jakarta   |  Thu, 07/30/2009 12:31 PM  |  National 

Indonesia may lose its status as the world’s third-largest forest nation by 2015 as the country’s 
natural forests are likely to disappear due to deforestation and lax efforts to replant logged forest 
areas.

Rinekso Soekmadi, a forestry expert from the Bogor Institute of Agriculture (IPB) said the 
government should take tough action to force forest concession holders (HPH) to replant logged 
forest areas. “Otherwise, all natural forests will be lost by 2015. This is the worst case scenario 
based on current rates of deforestation,” he said.

The government has allocated 64 million hectares of natural forests, out of the country’s 120 
million, as forest concession areas that can be legally logged. 

Rinekso, IPB’s director of international cooperation, said that much of the total 120 million hectares 
of natural forests, were located in forest concession areas. 

“The declining trend of deforestation from 2.8 million hectares in the 1990s to the current level of 
about 1 million hectares is not due to improved forestry management,” he said.

“It is because we don’t have enough existing forests anymore.”

Rinekso said the government’s forestry management gave too many benefits to concession holders 
as there was no clear policy requiring them to take responsibility for severely depleting the 
country’s forests.

“Many HPH holders then leave  concession areas without replanting trees there,” he said.

The forests are the natural habitats of wild animals and plants that make Indonesia’s biodiversity so 
rich. Indonesia is world renowned for its biodiversity, with nearly 

3,700 species, or 15 percent of the world’s total fauna found within the archipelago. 

With the severe impact of climate change, calls for forest nations to preserve forests continue to 
grow in order to prevent the emission of carbon dioxide retained in tress.

The Guinness Book of World Records claims that Indonesia’s rate of deforestation is the highest in 
the world, with the equivalent of three soccer fields cleared every hour. 

Around 1.8 million hectares of rainforest were cut down in 1997, with figures jumping to 2.8 
million hectares per year between 1998 and 2000. 

Since then, clearance rates have remained high, at 1.8 million hectares. Executive director of 
Greenomics Indonesia, Elfian Effendi, said that concession holders should uphold their obligation 
to replant trees as stipulated in their logging licenses.“If they fail to uphold their business plans to 
preserve the concession areas they work in, the management of those companies could be sent into 
jail,” he said.

http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2009/07/30/ri-may-lose-natural-forest-2015-says-enviro-
expert.html

http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2009/07/30/ri-may-lose-natural-forest-2015-says-enviro-expert.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2009/07/30/ri-may-lose-natural-forest-2015-says-enviro-expert.html


January 29th, 30th, 31st 2010
The Lea Scout Hall & Campground, Southern Outlet, Hobart

Environmental & Activist Skillshare
Presentations - Workshops – Environmental Films – Music & More

We are looking for workshop presenters, musicians and volunteers. 
Email centre@huon.org for further info...

mailto:centre@huon.org


Folly 2 by Andrew Dunhoe

Now a print on our new winter hooded jumpers. 
Come into the HVEC to check them out.

The HVEC is open Fridays 10am - 3pm
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